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Why have you chosen this charity? I am representing HeartGift because HeartGift 
provides critical heart surgery to children with congenital heart defects who have 
little or no access to care in their home countries. Children come to Houston un-
able to breathe properly, unable to run and play freely, and many times enduring 
many doctors’ appointments and chronic illness. For all of the children we serve, 
their lives are completely changed with just one surgery that they would not have 
access to without the support of HeartGift.

Tell us a little about yourself and your family: My husband Curt and I have 3 chil-
dren.  Drew is 27 years old.  He graduated from Memorial High School and Texas 
A&M. He lives in the Heights and is selling commercial real estate. Nikki is about to 
be 25 years old. She also graduated from Memorial High School and Texas A&M. 
She is currently working on a dude ranch in Montana. George is about to be 23 
years old. He graduated from Memorial High School and will graduate from Okla-
homa University this May and will join Nikki in Montana for the summer. 
Tell us about some of your volunteer work: I love to volunteer. It fills my heart and 
soul.  I have served on numerous boards and a variety committees at my kids’ 
schools in Spring Branch ISD (Frostwood, Memorial Middle and Memorial High 
School) earning the National PTA Life Achievement Award.  I have also been active 
in my community serving on Memorial Forest Club board and Frostwood Com-
munity board. 

Tell your friends reading this story something they may not know about you:
I still hold a track record at Memorial Middle School from 1972.

www.heartgift.org

Janna Altmann has been the Executive Director of HeartGift’s Houston chapter for 
almost four years and was a volunteer on the board for four years before that.  She 
was drawn to HeartGift because of its uniquely personal impact—an organization 
where you don’t just support a cause, you meet the child whose life is saved.  
HeartGift provides critical heart surgery to children born with congenital heart de-
fects who have little or no access to care in their home countries.   
A lifelong Houstonian, Janna was born and raised in the Memorial area and has 
built her life in the city she loves. She and her husband, Curt, raised their three chil-
dren—Drew, Nikki, and George—here in Memorial, and remain deeply rooted in 
the community. Janna takes great joy in introducing HeartGift families to the city 
during their recovery, sharing everything from the Houston Zoo and NASA to Me-
morial City Mall and even a trip to H-E-B—experiences that allow families to see 
Houston through a lens of hope and hospitality.  
Through her leadership, compassion, and deep belief in the mission, Janna contin-
ues to help HeartGift change—and save—lives, one child at a time.
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